
Justin Brown was honorably discharged from the United States Navy in June 
2004. He did one deployment to Operation Southern Watch (the southern 

no fly zone in Iraq) and two deployments to Operation Iraqi Freedom. Upon 
his return to Utah, Justin enrolled in school and balanced running Utah’s 

largest Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW), a presidential internship at the U, 
and 15-21 credit hours a semester. Justin officially graduated in summer 2007 
with a B.S. in Political Science and a B.S. in Sociology. He is a proud member 
of the U’s prestigious Beehive Honor Society and his favorite instructors are 

Theresa Martinez, Luke Garrott, Dan Jones, and Mark Matheson. 

Three years after his return from the Middle-East, Justin closed out his 
undergraduate career as a Hinckley Intern for the House Committee on 

Foreign Affairs under recently deceased Chairman Tom Lantos. Justin said 
“All things considered it may have been the best decision of my career. 
Without the Hinckley I would never have come to D.C. and eased into 

great positions and opportunities so easily. The Hinckley internship gave 
me a network and the tools necessary for success in this town.” Following 

Justin’s internship he accepted a staff position with the Philadelphian 
Admiral turned Congressman, Joe Sestak. A short time later he accepted 

another position with the Veterans of Foreign Wars as a veteran’s 
legislative advocate. 

Today, Justin can be found in Washington D.C. advocating on behalf of the 
VFW’s 2.3 million members. The majority of his time is spent in the halls of 
Congress, and with Governmental Departments, educating staff on veterans’ 

issues. In particular, Justin concentrates on issues facing servicemembers 
from the post 9/11 era. Justin testified before Congress in February of this 
year and has submitted testimony for the record on two other occasions. 
The issue Justin is most directly dealing with today is advocating for an 

increase in educational benefits for servicemembers, particularly the GI-Bill. 

Justin was recently married, and in his spare time he can be found 
with his lovely wife Brandi, and their beautiful daughter Isabella.
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